Bishops Lydeard & Cothelstone Parish Council

Notice of the audit and right to inspect the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S 2015/234)

Notes
1. The audit of accounts for Bishops Lydeard & Cothelstone Parish This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
Council for the year ended 31 March 2023 has been carried out but gf tgg QS'?E;;.?:?‘?&E%Z’:W
cannot be completed for the reasons stated in the external auditor o ,',’ub.ica,;on on the
report. The accounts have been published. smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
extermnal auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years,
2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Bishops
Lydeard & Cothelstone Parish Council on application to:

(a) C L\Ue MAR 17__‘__\\ + C‘H K‘ R p(&_B k‘q"‘\/‘ &G" (a) Insert the name, position and
Sl o ic ) N address of the person to whom
nOuCL LS, L2 MOWNT ST 3 I75eS e ey v
LMDEALY, T FRLNTONS, TAL RAN

(b) q -QC) RN\ rro S -CT pM NKC.» F\"bk\f t—@ {b) Insert the hours during which
<R IDAY inspection rights may be

= exercised
3.  Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ { (c) foreach | iy iser a reasonabie sumfor
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return, copying costs
Announcement made by: (d) Cave MART ) (d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice
Date of announcement: () e Sedé1202.3 (€) Insert the date of placing of the
nolice




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of:

Bishops Lydead and Cothelstone Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including amangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confim, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

Agreed

m“ “Yes' means that his auhonty:

1. We have put In place amangemants for effective financial
management during the year, and for the prenaration of
the accounting satements.

. W maintained an adequate system of Inbemal cont
Inciudng measures designed to prevent and defect faud
Nt comuplion ar reviewed Bs efectveness.

. We took all ressonabie steps 10 3sswne oursaives
that there are no matters of acheal or pobential
Praciices thal could have a significant inancial effect
on the ability of this authorty o conduct s
business o manage (s financas.

4. We provided propes coportunity during the year for
the exxencise of eleciors' rights In accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Requiations.

. We camied out an assessment of the risks facing this
Futhortty and Dok apompriais steps to manage those
rizks, Inciuding the Introduction of Intemal conirols andior
extamal INsUrance cover whers ragquired.

. We mainined througholr the year an adequate and
eflactive sysiem of Intamal audtt of the accounting
records and conindl systems.

. ¥ve took action on all mattars Eised
In refpsors fom Int=mal and exemal 3wdt

. We conslered whether any IEgation, Isbiities or
commitments, events or ransactions, ocourming sfther
duning o after Me year-end, have 3 finandal Impact on
this and, whese approprats, have Included tham
In the acoounting Satemens.

. (For iocal councils only) Trust funds Incuging
chartabia. Inour capadty as the 5ol managing
frustes we dlscharged our accountabilty
responsmillties for the fundisyassats, Incuging
financial reporting and, 1 required, Independent
EXEminaton o Judil.

¥

Yes

prepared s sccounting SiEfements in accomEance

o sareguarding the publc money and resowTes I

15 charge.

has only done what I has the lagal power i do and has
compiled with Proper Praciices in doing 5.

furing e year gave ail persons interested e opparuniy o
inspect and 35k qUESHONS about s aUhovTy's ACCOUNIS.

consdered and documented e financial and ofher fsks &

armanged for 3 competent parson, Independent of the Anancial
COMiNS and proceduwes, (0 give an ohjective wew on whether
infermal contrals mest the needs of tis smaker authonty:
responded to maters brought to Its atfention by itemal and
extamal Suak

disciosed everything i showd have abodt I business oty

guring the year including Svenis tSking place aiter the year
End IF refevant

Mo I Pas met all of ITs responsiolimes where, as 3 hody
corporate, 7 is 3 sole managing tustee of & local

st oF DFLAsts.

v

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified.

Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the autherity on:

separate sheet for each ‘Mo’ response and describe
These sheets must be published with the Annual

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting whers
approval was given:

140672023 Qg—'b‘r
and recorded as minute reference: Chairman -
0061c/23 oo 'Mﬂ
M.biﬁhﬂpﬁhﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂgﬂk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

Bishops Lydead and Cothelstone Parish Council

Flease round all figunes fo nearest £1. Do nof leave any

boxes hiank and report £0 or Ni balances. AN fiqures must
agree o underying financial reconds.

1. Balances brought Tofal balances and resenves i the beginning of the year

fonward 339221 B03, 799 a5 recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and | Tofsl smount of precepd (or for [DBs rates and levies)
Levies h6, 146 61,67 8| received or recaivable in the year. Exclude any granis

received.

3. () Total obher receipis Tofal income or receipls as reconded in fhe cashbook kess

83,216 31,253| the precept or ratestevies received (fine 2). Include any
grants received.

4_{-) Staff costs Tofal expenditure or payments made fo and on bahalf

9 647 10 819 of all empioyees. Include gross salsnes and wages,
a 1 empioyers NI contribulions, employers pension
cominbubons, grafwbes and severance paymenis.

3. (-} Loan interesticapital Tofal expenditure or payments of capital and inferast
repaymments 0 0| made during the year on the auwthorly's borrowings [If any).

6. [-) All other payments Todal expendifure or payments a5 recorded in the cash-

165,137 126,958 book less staff costs (line 4) and ioan inforesticapital
repayments (ine 3).

T. (=) Balances camied Tofal balances and resenves ai the end of the year. Musf
forward Bﬂ3,7951 758, 955| cqual [1+243) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and J The sum of 3l currend and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 803,79 728,955 holdings and short term invesiments held as att 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets phus The vaiue of all the properfy the suthormy owns — & i made
long term imvesiments 56,909 58 135 yp of all s fived assefs and long ferm imestments a5 at
and assets 3 March.

10. Total bomowings The cutsianding capital halance a5 at 31 Marnch of &l loans

(1 0| from third paries (nciuding PWLE).
For Local Councils Only Yes “
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds The Council, a5 a body comporate, acts a5 soke frustee and
{including charitable ) v 15 responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds S The figures in the accounfing stafernents above do mol
{including chantable) inciude any Trust fransachions.

| ceriify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Govemance and Accountabdity for Smaller Authorities — a
Practiicners’ Guide fo Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial postion of this authorty.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the authnn for approval
JINEN
Date 21/04/2023

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authonity on this date:

14/06/2023

a5 recorded n minute reference:

0061423

o

Signed by Chaiman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

i
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23
In respect of Bishops Lydeard & Cothelstone Parish Council - SO0028

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We are unable to complete our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation as a result of correspondence received in
relation to 2022/23 and/or prior years. Once we have finalised our review and completed any additional work arising from that
correspondence, a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2023.

We do not certify completion because:

We have received correspondence bringing information to our attention that we must consider before certifying the completion of our
review and the discharging of our responsibilities.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature ///:f YAy, //(/',)/\ YT Date 26/09/2023
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